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November 2,2011
The regular meeting of the Town of Pines Town Councilwas called to order at 5:30 p.m.
Cathi Munay led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. In attendance were: Cathi
Murray, George Adey, Vicki Kuzio, Alan Murray and Sandra Hall. George made a
motion to accept October meeting minutes and Vicki seconded the motion the motion
was voted on and passed 3-0. George made a motion to accept the Executive Session
minutes and Vicki seconded the motion and the motion was voted on and passed 3-0.
George made a motion to change the order of business to allow Sheriff Lain to speak to
about the recent burglaries in the Town and then, to allow Mr. Deshazer from the
Chicago Tribune to address the council. Vicki seconded the motion and the motion was
voted on and passed 3-0.
Sheriff Lain
Sheriff Lain introduced Capt. Jeff Biggs to the council and our residents. Capt. Biggs is
in charge of the investigation into the burglaries. Capt. Biggs informed us that before the
rash of burglaries that there were several car break ins in Pine Township. The police
believe that the ones responsible are juveniles and that they do live in the Town of Pines.
They do have one person in custody, but they do not believe that he was working alone
therefore they are still looking for the others. The sherifls department has a flex team
working on this case and Capt. Biggs asked that the people in the Town of Pines be
patient with them as they investigate. A lot of their time is spent on working on the
murder of Amanda Bock that is why they have brought in the flex team. The purpose of
the flex team is that because they set their own hours they can hit hot spots (e.g. the
burglaries in the Town) The Porter County Sheriff s office has an excellent relationship
with LaPorte County and that, they feel, will help in this investigation.
Ouestions from Residents
Q - Why can you not tell us their names? A- It would hinder the investigation because
the one in custody may give us information on the others involved. Q - Does the
individual in custody have a record? A- No, not that they are aware of, he is an
individual that is l8 or 19 years old and yes it is a male. Q - Should we go to pawn
shops ourselves and look for our stolen items? A - Yes, look like a customer doesn't tell
them what you are doing. They will not be helpful if they feel that you are looking for
stolen items. Q - What should we do to help make sure that our property is retumed to us
if this should happen again? A - Put your initials on your valuables, have serial numbers
of your valuables written down and keep it in a safe place preferably away from your
home. And video tape your valuables. Anything that would help to identiff positively
that that item is yours. Q - Did this individual have any stolen property on him? A - No.
Q - At his home? A - No.
Sheriff Lain then again, went over the "Look Out For Each Other" program and how that
we need to get with our neighbors and watch each other's property.
William DeShazer
He introduced himself and he is a photographer with the Chicago Tribune and he is here
to speak with anyone on the issue of the Town of Pines water contamination.

Clerk-Treasurer
Sandra recommended that the council look at the insurance on the playground equipment.
Sandra felt that the insurance was too low since we purchased new equipment a few years
ago. Sandra informed the council that the Town Attorney recommended that we send a
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letter to Michel Industrial Chemical regarding the degreaser. UPS will not allow us to
send the degreaser back without paying the shipping up front. The letter to Michel would
ask them to either send us the shipping cost before we ship or pick up the product their
self. If it is not picked up or they do not send the shipping cost to us then the Town will
start charging a fee for storage.
Unison siie management would like the Town of Pines to accept a lump sum of money
for the cell tower. The council said no'
Buildins and Zoning Administrator
age door quotes from three places' George made a
motion to accept the bicl from Tri-Star Garage Doors, because they are the lowest bid,
Vicki seconded the motion and the motion was voted on and passed 3-0' Alan talked to
with
the bank again about the "Pumps on 12" building and the bank said they are working
porter County on getting it set for auction. Roger Bodine has done everything that we
have asked him to do, but Cathi wants Alan to check with the neighbor that complained
and see if they are happy with what has been done. As far as, the new Town Hall is
concemed, everything is done accept the emergency backup light at the entrance'
Hopefully, by next mieting all will be done and we can pay the last payment. Cathi
reclived uroih.r letter from the Architect about paying them more that originally agreed
upon since the architect spent more time on this project than was estimated. The Council
a
decided to table this request until the building was totally completed. Alan received
letter from Hamsta Buiiders, Inc. and they said that they will warranty the parking lot
ramp at the sidewalk for one year. They, also, power washed the parking lot' George
made a motion that the council will table the estimates for asphalt until spring. Vicki
seconded the motion and the motion was voted on and passed 3-0'

Street Department

ffiefromJon,sTreeServicetoremovethetreeonMaineStreet.

remove
George made a motion to accept the bid from Jon's Tree Service and have them
passed 3the tree on N1aine. Vicki r..ond.d the motion and the motion was voted on and

0. Vicki reported that the pot holes on Ardendale were fixed. The culvert on Railroad
Ave. was cleaned out and is flowing. The road way that caved in is being fixed on
Railroad Ave. It should be done within the next two weeks. Pines ditch is still flowing.
The state is to flush that out. Stop signs are being ordered, fliers for the dedication are
get
being passed out. The chipper is down again, Rob is going to take it to John Deere to
to
un.rtirnut. on fixing it. George made a motion to have Sandra pay the $1,800.00
the
Jon,s Tree Service fir rernoving the tree by the Richardson's home. Vicki seconded
motion and the motion was voted on and passed 3-0.
Old Business
Arirr.t ."rt.l contacted the owner of the pit bull and they are to make improvements to
their fence so that the dog cannot get out. The dog is not to be out unattended until the
fence is fixed.
New Business
Th.**r" ,b*doned house on Pine Street that the roof is caving in and there is a bad
to the
smell coming from it (like mold) and the grass needs to be cut. Alan will get back
Council next meeting after taking a look at the house'
the
There is another abaidoned house on the corner of Henry and Louisiana Streets that
siding has been removed. Alan will check on this house, too'
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Public Comments
The street sign on California Street and Hwy 12 is behind the light pole and cannot be
seen at night.

George made a motion to pay the claims and
was voted on and passed 3-0.

Vicki seconded the motion and the motion

As there was no further business the meeting was adjoumed at 8:35 p.m.

L. Hall, Clerk-Treasurer

