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Town of Pines Meeting

October 5, 2022

The regular meeting of the Town of Pines, Town Council, was called to order at 6:30 PM. This meeting
was a regular Council Meeting held at the Town Hall. The next meeting will be Wednesday, November 2,
2022, at 6:30 P.M.

Janice led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. In attendance were James Prast (virtually), Vicki Kuzio, Janice
Lowe, Philip Orlando, and Shelby Mashburn.

MINUTES

Shelby presents September Meeting Minutes as well as Pre- Budget Hearing 2023 Minutes. James made
a motion to accept the minutes, Vicki seconds. Janice votes yes, Vicki votes yes, James votes yes. Carried
3-0.

CLERK TREASURER

Shelby presents the bids for the GMC truck. She has received 3 possibly 4 bids sealed by the deadline of
September 30" at 6:30 PM CST. The questionable 4™ bid was not a bid it was a newspaper
advertisement for the Town. There were 3 confirmed bids. The first bid was for $2210.50 for Rodney
Burton. The second bid was for $1155.00 for Mark Quartuch. The third bid was for $1226.00 from Kris
Lowe. The top bidder was Rodney Burton at $2210.50 for the 2001 GMC Dump Truck. James makes a
motion to accept the bid of $2210.50 for the Truck, Vicki Seconds. James votes yes, Vicki votes yes,
James votes yes. Carried 3-0. Rodney is directed to meet with Shelby after the meeting.

Ordinance 2022-06-01-03. This is the ordinance requested by INDOT for parking along Hwy 12. We have
been working with the attorney on this. There is one correction at line 1-a from “College Ave” to “500
east” This is a draft currently. Council needs to review today and to be passed if meets needs at the
November meeting. Shelby reads the full ordinance aloud. James asks if this is for highway 12 and 20 or
just highway 12. It is confirmed to be for only highway 12 as highway 20 has an ordinance for parking
already.

Shelby presents a letter from Chris with the Michigan City Water Department. This is regarding the
ongoing discussion of the ability to bring easier access to city water to residents via our ARPA funds.

The area that is to be able to be covered is from Pine and Poplar to 12. The total length of 1200 feet. The
estimated cost of the project at 6-inch size $169,955, however, the towns cost will be for material and
engineering only, in the amount of $118,345. The Department will absorb the cost of labor and thereis a
credit of materials of $12,129. Department also wishes to upgrade a section form 6 inch to 8 inch. This
will be paid by Department as well. Prevailing tap fees will need to be paid by the property owners at
the applicable rate when the homes are connected. This can be done at their choice and discretion. As



of the writing of the letter, the standard 1-inch tap fee is $1,585 and meter pits are required, which are
an additional $850, so the total of $2,435 per property. The property owners will be responsible to run a
water line from their home to the meter pit, which would be just inside their property line. James makes
amotion to move forward with the Water Works, Vicki Seconds. James votes yes, Janice votes yes, Vicki
votes yes. Carried 3-0 to proceed.

Shelby asks everyone to review their emails as a general reminder.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Fire Department has 26 calls, 8 in the Town. They received a grant for a CRP assistance machine.
They are 40% more effective than regular CPR.

Janice reminds that the Fire Department has sent a donation letter out for 2022 with equipment
assistance.

STREET DEPARTMENT

Rob updates that they’ve been working on Railroad but having issues with rain.

Rob asks about the Blower Vac from ODB. Shelby states she has not heard from Vern but will put a call
in to her to check about the order.

He has put up street signs and speed signs that were fallen or missing.

Shelby and Vicki ask about the flyer for Leaves and Halloween. Tammy will send this to Shelby and she
can update it as needed. Janice, Vicki, and Shelby will work on the flyers and getting the mailing done.
Vicki will reach out per normal for the Sheriff’s Department.

BUILDING AND ZONING
There was 3872 W Dunes Highway there was a permit for Dave Newmann for roof repairs.

4053 W Dunes was spoken to regarding their yard state.

4090 W Dunes was spoken to regarding their property state and made statements to work on cleaning
this area up.

3985 W US 20 the old Tire shop. Virk is still working with Insurance on this. He has been informed he
needs to finish cleaning up the junk and closing up the building in a safe manner.

Phil asks about soil solutions and the thate payments. Shelby confirms that they both went out last
week.

Phil states they have gotten the results with the Soil Sampling and that the soil at Pines Park is good for
building/water/septic. Shelby suggests a workshop for this potential fire station. Council and Phil agree
this would be a good idea. Phil will work to plan something for this.

Phil has a photo of the person dumping on Pinney street. Porter County officers are not willing to do
anything on the matter. Jons Tree Service will help if we need to have this removed. James states that
we should go ahead and get this removed. He also suggests signage on no dumping in the area. James
asks Phil to go ahead and get Jon to remove the debris.
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OLD BUSINESS

James mentions that maybe we can have Porter County come and bring out a speed sign with lights to
make people more aware and cautious about speeding and troublesome side street traffic. James also
brings up Trick or Treat safety. The Fire Department states that they will be out patrolling slowly in their
trucks to try and control traffic speed for children.

Phil asks for the ADA compliance contact information so he can get answers about the issues we need
fixed in the hall to be complaint.

County came and graded Railroad/Birch in the problem section. It is now set up to be chip and sealed. It
will be graded again by then to ensure that it is mainly level.

Shelby asks if we have heard from Municode, Phil says he will reach out to them as he has not heard
from them either.

Shelby asks if anyone has spoken to Val, Jan states she will contact the company.
NEW BUSINESS
Bud reminds that there will be a leaf pickup but no branch pickups.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Wompler asks about Railroad. He is informed that it has been graded this month and will be chip
and sealed next spring hopefully.

Tammy asks about the use of the funds from the ARPA and the use for water. Shelby explains that after
much discussion and work with council it has been decided that this option is one that we can afford to
do to enable homeowners to have easier access to city water. She is concerned that the cost will be too
much. Shelby reminds that the estimate of about $2500 is a significant savings from having to pay for it
fully themselves. This is also an optional choice. No residents will be forced to get water, mains will be
installed to allow access if so decided. The section we can do is what we can afford with the funds we
have been allotted.

Kent expresses concern about this not being for everyone in the town or only helping a few homes. He
states that the city of LaPorte is getting WIFI and new broadband through the city and if this is
something we can do. Council reminds that the town has broadband access currently and that though
this would be a great idea, it is not something we know enough about or felt would be most helpful at
this time to residents. That this could be a future thing we can investigate and watch for grants and
availability. That this current fund would be more directed for areas that do not have access to
broadband currently or have very limited access.

A resident asks about the ordinance for highway 12. Janice informs that this will have signs posted by
INDOT and enforced by INDOT as it is on Highway 20 and other local highways. This was requested to be
done by INDOT.

CLAIMS

Janice makes a motion to pay the September 2022 Claims, Vicki Seconds. Janice votes yes. Vicki votes
yes. James votes yes. Carried 3-0.
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As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 P.M
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