Town of Pines Meeting

November 6, 2024

The regular meeting of the Town of Pines, Town Council, was called to order at 6:30 PM. This
meeting was a regular Council Meeting held at the Town Hall. The next meeting will be Wednesday,
December 4, 2024, at 6:30 P.M. The End of Year meeting will be tentatively December 27, 2024 at
6:30 pm.

James led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. In attendance were James Prast, Janice Lowe, Vicki Kuzio,
Shelby Lowe, and Philip Orlando.

MINUTES

Council reviews October 16 Budget Meeting Minutes. Janice makes a motion to approve the
October Minutes, Vicki seconds. Janice votes yes, Vicki votes yes, James votes yes. Carried 3-0.

Council reviews October 28 Budget Meeting Minutes. Janice makes a motion to approve the
October Minutes, Vicki seconds. Janice votes yes, Vicki votes yes, James votes yes. Carried 3-0.

Council reviews October Regular Meeting Minutes. Janice makes a motion to approve the October
Minutes, Vicki seconds. Janice votes yes, Vicki votes yes, James votes yes. Carried 3-0.

CLERK TREASURER

Shelby has not heard back from Tina about the 2025 Budget yet. She will inform Council once she
hears anything.

She presents the Review of 3 Roads from Abormache and assistance to 2025 CCMG Work. These
are the annual contacts with the CCMG work. Shelby Requests an approval for one with a lump
sum of $4000 and the second with a lump sum of up to $4000. Shelby requests a motion for $4000
of CCMG work assistance to Abormache, Janice makes a motion to approve this contract, Vicki
Seconds. Janice votes yes, Vicki votes yes, James votes yes. Carried 3-0. Shelby requests a motion
to approve the review of roads for up to $4000 with Abormache, Janice makes a motion to approve
this contract, Vicki seconds. Janice votes yes, Vicki votes yes, James votes yes. Carried 3-0.

Shelby informs council that we have gotten the payment in for the 2024 CCMG work. She will get
the payment sent out to Rieth Riley and close this out with CCMG once the check clears.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

There were 20 calls in October.

Rob brings up the need for some type of storage building for the fire department again as they are
unsure about their building they are in now. Jan reiterates that they cannot run a fire department in
the new building if one is built. That they can use the old building as it is grandfathered in. He
mentions that Nick wants them to sign a new contract for 2025 with stipulations. Rob is unsure if



they will agree and sign this contract. Janice suggests that we talk to the lawyer about how to
proceed with this, using a new building that we build is not a choice, we need to find out what our
other choices are.

STREET DEPARTMENT

Rob is starting to do leaf pickup. Leaf machine has a little difficulty. DNA auto started it for free for
him. County picked up the compost last week. They asked if we still want leaves for compost left to
the side. Council will think about this and let Rob and County know.

Vicki mentions that 2 trees on Maple. $4150 is for the one tree that is split and dangerous. Shelby
asks if it is possible to try and find someone to have a contract with us for tree work just because we
have been spending so much on tree work this year as well as the expectation to have to proceed to
do so in the future. Alex on 2™ place offers to trim the trees on his road if the Fire Department would
sit out with a truck to help him avoid an accident. Shelby will contact Alex about this and Vicki.

Vicki asks for approval on $2700 and $4150 with 2 separate tree work issues for Jons tree
service. James asks for a vote of approval, all members vote I. Carried 3-0.

Vicki says basketball court will be quoted next month and Smalls will be in contact about salt.

BUILDING AND ZONING

Phil presents building permits.

Permit at 1586 Maine Ave, 4223 Pine St, 4401 US 20, 1543 Central, 4426 W Dunes Hwy, 1637
Countyline Road, 675 Railroad Ave, 2704 West Dunes Highway, 1536 Louisiana Street.

3625 Alabama Street has new electrical
1602 Idaho / 1603 Florida had demolition and asbestos removal
EPA will install a well on Kansas for the work going on.

RV on Railroad Ave, he states this is not his it was abandoned, and he has been trying to get the
county to remove this for him.

Janice asks Phil about a remodel of an apartment house on 12. There is garbage out front that is
blowing around. They need a dumpster for the trash they are removing. Phil thinks it has been
bought. He will investigate this.

OLD BUSINESS

James is going to talk to Matt about possibly doing Kansas due to the issue in that area instead of 2
streets. They will review wherever the worse conditions are.



James thanks the Fire Department for their assistance with the Halloween Trick or Treat. James also
asks for a thank you letter to be written to Porter County Sherriff’s for their assistance.

James mentions the updates at Al and Sallys and shares how well their renovations have been
handled.

NEW BUSINESS

James presents that we are doing roads for 2025. Fern, Alabama to 2". Johns Street, Idaho to
Ilinois, Ilinois to Indiana, and Indiana to Ardendale. Ardendale from Hwy 20 to Johns and Johns
from Henry. Henry to 12. Henry from Ardendale to cul-de-sac. Indiana and Illinois will be done.
Idaho will NOT be done this year. He then talks about the final streets to hopefully be done the
following year including a full repair to Railroad Ave.

James also mentions to Matt the Well the EPA will install in Kansas and that they will be reaching
out to him regarding that.

James reminds that we will have 2 meetings in December and the End of Year meeting is yet to be
announced.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Loukia Verhage on Birch Street mentions that she is very concerned about them leaving the
building they are in and Beverly Shores becoming our fire department. She suggests the lot at the
old Innovative Flavors location. Council again brings up the legality and their ability to be able to
financially afford or legally build something like this. They state that they will talk to the attorney
about this as stated.

Kent Verhage asks about the possibility of renovating the original building we are allowed to use so
that it would be suitable for the fire departments trucks. Council states this is a good idea as well
that we can look into as a potential choice.

Kent also asks about RlJs as the fencing is down again and it needs to be put back up for safety and
to prevent squatting. Phil says he will reach out to him again.

CLAIMS

October 2024 claims have a motion to be paid by Janice, seconded by Vicki. Janice votes yes, Vicki
votes yes, James votes yes. Carried 3-0.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM

James Prast, President Shelby Lowe, Clerk Treasurer



