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Town of Pines Meeting

March 6, 2024

The regular meeting of the Town of Pines, Town Council, was called to order at 6:30 PM. This
meeting was a regular Council Meeting held at the Town Hall. The next meeting will be Wednesday,
April 3, 2024, at 6:30 P.M.

Janice led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. In attendance were Shelby Mashburn, James Prast, Vicki
Kuzio, and Phil Orlando. Janice Lowe joined via zoom.

Abonmarche - Matt Kaiser

RDA requested to meet with the Town of Pines and Beverly Shores to set up a Transit Development
District (TDD). They are interested in this due to what is happening with the double track and South
Shore. Opening this would open opportunities for both towns in development terms. They will
attend the next meeting to sit in. They will hold an informational meeting for Council and residents,
this is held by and for the RDA. The date of this meeting will be determined to be later in April near
the 24th.

Matt also asks about the contact for the 2024-1 CCMG Grant Application. It is the standard contact
at arate of $23,200 ($16,200 plans and specifications, $7,000 Construction Administration). Jan
asks how this compares to last year. Matt states it is the same percentage wise, but the total is
lower due to the level of work being done being lesser. No more questions from Council. Jan makes
a motion to approve this agreement, Vicki seconds. Janice votes yes, Vicki votes yes, James votes
yes. Carried 3-0.

MINUTES

Shelby presents the March Meeting Minutes. Janice makes a motion to approve the minutes, Vicki
seconds. Janice Votes yes, Vicki votes yes. James votes yes. Carried 3-0.

Appointment of Officers

James asks for a recommendation for Council President, Vicki suggests James Prast. James
Accepts, Janice and Vicki agree.

James asks for arecommendation for Council Vice President, James suggests Janice Lowe. Janice
accepts, James and Vicki agree.

Vicki remains Street Department Council member.
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CLERK TREASURER

Jamesyes. Carried 3-0.

James asks about getting Connecticut tested, the burghs and the area around it. That street tested
as a unit only and not to be mixed with any other samples.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

2023 had 270 Calls.

January 2024 had 24 calls, and February has 22 calls. They are still investigating the fires at
Innovative Flavors.

STREET DEPARTMENT

Rob reports that the Dump Truck had new spark plugs installed.

He has also already picked up 7 loads of leaves with the leaf vac this year. He is picking up as
weather permits until spring cleanup.

BUILDING AND ZONING

2913 W Dunes had a permit for a New Roof and siding.

2702 W Dunes Highway working to evict residents, everything is already in motion by owners.

OLD BUSINESS

James asks about discussion of Garage sales and such that was brought up prior. Nothing has been
discussed yet, Shelby states that we can look at the policies in surrounding towns for suggestions.

James brings up the discussion of sewers and RDA. We will have more information after that late April
meeting. We will need to look for grants and other funding to try to enable the Town to do this. The
Town is looking at this because many residents do not have a home that can qualify for a underground
septic, or an above ground. Janice is working with Matt on this project to try and assist the town in their
research. This will be a long term project the town is trying to get ahead on.
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NEW BUSINESS

There is a EPA TOWN OF PINES PUBLIC MEETING, Thursday March 14, 2024 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at
the Michigan City Council Chambers, City Hall, 100 E 4" Street Michigan City. This is not held by Pines
Town Council. Cathi Murray will be attending this and offers to try and share information with Council.
She requests a list of Residents that still City Water vs well water. Shelby said she will reach out to Chris
for this.

No other new business.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Alan Murray voices multiple concerns about various residences. Some of these concerns were
addressed already in the meeting. Other concerns are being addressed and have already been
addressed by Council. Other concerns are a county issue in which he was advised again to contact
Animal Control and Porter County Sherriff.

Another resident states that they agree clean the whole town up or clean none of it up.
Alex on second place defends himself from statements made in public comment by others.

Cathi Murray brings up the topic of Coal Ash and the contamination in the Town She will be
attending the EPA meeting and Shelby is getting her a list of the water in the town.

Mr Newmann brings up discussions of drain fields septic and sewer. He brings up failing septics in
the Town and about the low levels and what the town can do. James explains the work we are trying
to do to solve these issues.

Cathi asks about the people who have gotten water and extending the opportunity to other
residents who are still without city water access. Council hopes to find more funding to be able to
do this again with other grants.

CLAIMS

Janice makes a motion to pay the February 2024 Claims, Vicki Seconds. Vicki votes yes. Janice votes yes.
James votes yes Carried 3-0.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M
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