
Town of Pines Meeting

Februarv 2. 2022

The regular meeting of the Town of Pines, Town Council, was called to order at 6:30 PM. This meeting

was held virtually via ZOOM for due to COVID. The next meeting will be Wednesdery, March 2,2A22, at

6:30 P.M. This will be held virtually, due to COVID 19. The Town Hall is currently clrrsed to meetings due

to COVID. Next regular Council Meeting to be Wednesday March 2,2A22 at 6:30 P.M.

James led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. ln attendance were James Prast, Janice Lowe, Vicki Kuzio,

Phillip Orlando, and Shelby Mashburn.

MINUTES

The Minutes from the December 29,2A2L, meeting was reviewed. A motion to accept the minutes was

made to approve the minutes by Janice, seconded by Vicki. Janice voted to accept. Vicki voted to accept;

James voted to accept. Carried 3-0.

CTERK TREASURER

Shelby has completed and submitted the Annual Financial Report on Gateway. This is required by the

5BOA. Once Shelby gets the confirmation she will share this. She has also completr:d and submitted the

100R.

W-2s have been sent out and there is mail at the Hall for Council. lf anyone has questions or concerns

please let Shelby know.

It's noted that there are a few policies needed. A credit and debit card policy for the Town Debit Card, a

virtual meeting policy is needed, and a material threshold policy which has been outlined previously,

and a statement of loss on this policy.

The Floors have been stripped and coated 3 times by QCC. They gave a 25% discor-tnt due to a

cancelation. The final price was $900. Shelby states they look very nice'

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Rob was out due to snow storm. No Report at this time'

STREET DEPARTMENT

The slide has been received and is being stored in the building. All parts are accounted for. Vicki is still

waiting to hear from the contractors for installation'

'Vicki reports that the Annual Compost report is updated and approved by lDM.

It has been approved to chip and seal Birch as previously decided. From Birch to where county is. Matt is

still working with the county for their portion. This will aid the residents here to g€rt their mail service
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resumed.WewillbeincontactWithValforthe520yardrunoffofwaterthatwashesouttheroad.
James will be in contact with Matt with this project'

@
There was a permit issued for Fernando Patino for the fence along Pinney for where he has the blocks'

He states that he will be starting as soon 
's 

*"ttht' breaks' He also received a permit for a car Port

near the house. The lawyer has been given the information regarding the ongoing issues with the

Patinos'AsdeemedbytheCouncilafirstletterhasbeenissuedfortheviolations'

Virk LLC at 3900 west Dunes Highway received a permit for the demorition of the old newmann building'

Waiting for weather to break'

MichigarrCityRentalLLCat2856WestDunesHighwayreceivedapermitforanewroof.

Michaer Roberts at Frip properties LLC at 1550 Carifornia Ave received a permit for home remoder'

FeldcoWindowsandDoorsreceivedapermitals44lHenryStreetfornewdoor:;'

Jacobs Professional received a permit for new gas lines at Virks Mart'

phil has :;poken to lDoT regarding the vehicles on highway 12' They said they car go ahead and place

signagerrncethel.ownhasanordinancestatingthatthereisnoparkinginthearea.Thiswouldbefrom
giown Road to Countyline along Highway 12'

phil went to DNA Auto Repair at 2865 West Dunes Highway' They have multiple vehicles parked on

Town property. n tetier has been sent to the business as well as Rodney Burton t:he property owner'

Brett Kerne with Kerne construction stopped and looked at the bathroom and clerks window' He

suggesttldgettinganarchitecttodrawuptheplansandbeappro.ledwiththeADAbeforedoingthe
work to ensure it is correct. Sherby reminds phir that we wourd rike him to rook art the outdoor restrooms

as well. phil also too*ea at the property tor trre extra garage, The front lot in front of the Town hall does

not rook rike it wi, be big enough. He says that pines park is rooking rike it might be the best location to

dothis'Councilstatestogoaheadandgetthearchitectdrawings.t<ernewastl^reonlyonewillingtodo
the batlrrooms,

gLD-gu5lNEs!

James has spoken to the rawyers. Greg is retiring, our contract is with Hodges & Davis not iust Greg' The

otherlawyerswillbetherestill'AnewcontracthasbeensenttoJames.HewillforwardthistoShelbyto
be handled. No other changes will be made except Greg retiring'

JameshasspokentotheCellTower.Hepulledtheoriginalcontract,tobereviewedbytheLawyerabout
Dish joining. Once this is approved nV ru*Vo 

'nd 
Couincil their building permit can be issued'

It is needed to find a place for a new building for the Town for storage of equipntent'

James requests a meeting with Matt and the Lawyer' Epa and Nipsco for Florida street' He hopes to get

answers as to what needs to be done to make the appropriate repairs'

James erlso states that council needs to get together to discuss what roads should be planned to be

repaired next year. We would like to ,,r t O'J plan and have this all prepared fr:r Matt before it is due'



NEW BUSINESS

Wolverine Pipeline company has reached out to James regarding a Pipeline that goes through or is near

the Town of Pines. They are asking for information about the people near it. lt is for Safety aspects, He

will review where it is actually located, as he believes it is just outside of the Town.

Shelby did receive and sign up all of the memberships for the Year. AlM, ADA, etc. these are all

memberships we hold every year.

There is a primary election coming up. Shelby will find out more information as to when and if they will

use the Town Hall.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Art Garcia wants to thank Rob for his work with the streets. He asks about the ongoing issues with the

Patino property. He asks if there is a timeline for the permit that they have for the fencing. He asks if

there can be a decision of the Blocks that have to removed by "X" date as deemed by council. He states

that there is other unfinished work or work that takes extensive time to be compk:ted. Shelby reminds

that there is a policy and procedure that is in place and must be followed before any legal or forcible

action can be taken. Phil has stated that he has already started the process of this and that the first

letter has been sent. lf there is no compliance this will give a timeline of about 5 to 6 months by the last

letter has been issued. After that point it can be taken into further action to take them to court if

needed. The building permit that was issued is good for one year. Art states that the blocks have been

on Pinney Street for 89 days, by his count, and that it is a violation of the code book. He asks what it

means that the Lawyer has it on file. James explains that is the first step is we havtl to send it to the

lawyer. Shelby reminds that it does take some time due to being such a small town and needing the

proper approvals and that we only meet 1 time a month to approve general busin,ess. Art asks again for

what consequences the Patinos will face. Phil explains the first letter is a warning, the second is a S25

fine, the third is a $50, the fourth is a 5100, and the fifth and last is a 5200 fine. Art complains again of

the liability of the blocks. James states again we have our paper trail started, and tve are doing what we

can on our side from a legal standing. Jan asks about the blocks that are on Town property. James states

that we can inform them the blocks that are on town property will be removed at their expense. Phil

explains that last time we faced this issue with the Skreby boat, it had to go through the lawyers, Phil

will find out more information since these are blocks and not a titled vehicle. Art states that he is

frustrated by the matter. He again mentions that he has removed 18 tires from thre edge of the property

as well at his own expense. James states that he will be kept informed of the situation.

Nick introduces himself as a candidate for the Pine Township Trustee. He lives in Beverly Shores.

cLAlt\4s

Janice makes a motion to pay the January 2022 claims as well as the 202L end of y'ear claims that are to

be due and incomin gtor 2OZL. Janice makes a motion, Vicki seconds the motion. Janice votes yes, Vicki

votes yes, James votes yes. Carried 3-0.

As there was no further business, the meeting wos adiourned at 7:20 P.M
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Mashburn, Clerk Treasurer

James Prast, President


